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H E occafion and purpoſe of the following 
| Diſcourſe, will, it is hoped, excuſe the 
want of elaborate or delicate compoſition. 

It was calculated for a chriſtian and benevolent 
auditory, not for critical (nor indeed for any) 
readers. The author is conſcious how far it 
comes ſhort of what is juſtly to be expected from 
thoſe who write for the public. As therefore it's 
appearing in print was what he originally had no 


thought of: ſo, when urged to this by the Ma- 


nagers of the Charity, he was extremely back- 
ward to comply with their deſire. Nor ſhould 
he at laſt have done ſo, had he not thought it 
unjuſtifiable, to prefer the trifling conſideration of 
his own character, as a writer, to a chance of 
doing ſome good, by exciting, even a few, to ſo 
uſeful and excellent a ſpecies of beneficence. 
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For Fg poor Hall u never ue ouk, "of, — lends 1 eee 1 
command thee, ſaying, Thou e 4bine hand wide 
unto #7 W to * . and ta ty by nds, in 0 . 
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"SSEMBLED. « as we are, m e fort the be. 
poſes of devotion and be the occaſion 
muſt naturally — our hts on the 1 
of condition amongſt; men, and diſpoſe us toi conſider it in 
a Er Fo 5/8 — in-whith'the:qbvious'fogs 
geſtions of mere reaſon and "ſocial allection:inelint to! place 
it. The diſtreſs which ſome feel, through want of that 
which to others is ſuperfluous or the materials of luxury 


and vice, is a circumſtance which, viewed through the glaſs 
and 


of bhumanity and oompaſſion alone, a ſtrange, 
hard to reconcile with the notion of «ood sung tenderly 


merciful Creator,. and Ruler of the world ; and Religion, 
while, on the one fide, it rigorouſly exacts an acquieſcence 
in the divine diſpenſation, on the other, by the . earrieſtneſs 
with which it injoins us to relieve our poor brethren, per- 
ſuades us that their condition is a real evil; and ſo far con- 
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| curs with the natural ſentiments which God has implanted : 


ſo that ſtill the queſtion returns, Why ſhould God ordain 
this difference of conditions, if evil? why prompt and 
„command us to endeayour to alter it, if good? Why 
« make his work for man to mend ? 

Yet in this, as in ſome other inftances, the Scripture aſ- 
ſerts a neceſſary connection where we doubt even the con- 
ſiſtence, and that God has, in his wiſdom, appointed what 
we preſume to wonder that he ſuffers. In the paſſage reci- 
ted to you, he declares to his choſen race, (among the 
mingled inſtructions and promiſes which he gives them in 
order to their becoming a virtuous and flouriſhing people) 
[1] © That the poor ſbould never ceaſe out of the land; 
that; their pbvertyr therefore is not the effect of accident, 0 
of any lower cauſt than his providential direction 77 va 
termination bor the good of the whole, upon reaſons that 


muſt always, ſubſiſt: and a] that upon this very account, 


becauſe the poar /ball neuer cehſe out of the land, 'therefore 
it is that See to _ r band unte our * 

dy bretbre. 
The conſideration of theſe ton poi, [x] — ak ne- 

] the obliga- 
tion ariſing thence on all who are able to ſupply the wants 
. the iche ged. gt lead us, and, I truſt; with God's bleſ- 
ſing vouchſafed, may contribute to diſpoſe us, to the buſi- 


| bee of this day; to which, (as it will appear the words of 


Holy Writ, no.]. propoſed to eee are ae 
applicable. 100G 110 Phe 

Among che reaſons for ck it 10 a 3 appilatniei of 
providence, that the poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the land, 


we 


TY 

we are to reckon no leſs than the peace, the 1 improvement, 
and the virtue, of mankind. ---- The peace and order: be- 
cauſe, if men were as equal in fortune and circumſtances as 
they are by nature, there could be no ſuch thing as ſubor- 
dination, and conſequently. no ſuch thing as regular govern- 
ment; but an eternal — for power and ſuperiority 
would bring back the ſtate of war, and render each ch indir, 
dual, like Iſmael, bis hand againſt every man, and euery 
man's hand. againſt bim. At leaſt the unions for mutual ri 
fence, and the voluntary deference paid to leaders; or arbi- 
trators, would be merely occaſional and (as we 
obſerve among ſavages) and utterly unequal to the produ- 
cing, of that ſecurity without which the world muſt conti- 
nue in a Rate little better than brutal. Wheteas:inithe-ivay 
matters are Provifieptiglly circumſtanced, | thoſe of lower fon: 
tune not only are deſtitute of the — but (their thoughts 
being 4 7 — nece! ſſaries) they want the 
will, to contend for a barren ſup _ and are inclined 
to conſult their intereſt, by, a r e ſubmiſſion to thoſe 
whom, rank. and riches, have raiſed. _ them: and in 16 
doing they find protection and happineſs: while, on the 
other Kais higher claſs are by the dame diſtribution of 
things enabl ed more effectually to 3 ion to 
communicate 5 s nay not only be ut: oblt+ 
ged to it, by that dependance — placed them, 
on the labours, ſubmiſſion, and ſervices ir y an poor, for 
every, adyantage. they Ade or ere _ enjoy _ 
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Farther. The cultivation, the comfort, the happineſs 
of ſociety, depend on improvement and induſtry, in various 
exertions of human talents, by which the neceſſaries, ac- 
commodations, and innocent ſatisfactions of life are procured 
and ſupplied. To theſe improvements, and to this induſtry, 
ſome are urged by want, while affluence enables others, and 
diſpoſes them even for their own gratihcation, to encourage 
and reward them If this were not the caſe: if theſe 
ſpruigs' and motives, theſe impulſes and allurements were 
wanting; how could tillage, manufactures, arts, commerce, 


and learning, be poſſibly advanced to any conſiderable de- 
gree And what an incredible variety of employments and 


comforts; ſubſiſtence and pleaſure, do theſe afford to all 
ranks of mankind! How do they tend to civilize, refine, 
and exalt them! The ſame Almighty wifdom which hath 
made the earth not a dead level, but elevated the moun- 
tains, and depreſſed the vales, that thoſe might ſend down 
the fruit ful ſhowets which cauſe the others to produce in 


abuiidarice che neceſſaries and comfotts of life; the ſame 


hath made men high and low, neh and poor: in nich, 
knowledge divided then, and made their ways diverſe. 


But the moral and religious uſes of e of 


moſt importance, in a ſtate which is meant as a ſtate of pro- 


bation and diſeiphine, in order to a more perfect one. If 
all ranks were equal, and he poor were ceaſed out of the 
land; beneficence and gratitude, induſtry and generoſity 
(not to ſay juſtice) humility and reſignation, condeſcenſion 
and meekneſs, patronage and dutiful ſubjection, would be 
mere names, without a meaning. Where would be the bleſ- 

ſing 


(9 ) 


ſing pronounced on the poor, that theirs is the thats 
God, — that to them els is preached ? e - 
bleſſed opportunity afforded; to the rich, to whom. the fiue 
talents are given, of making themſel VES friends of tbe⸗ une 5 
certain riches: to Nan more abundaui: eee in cu 
laſting habitations. o! n 
We come now to the duty enjoined in 3 | 
this diſpoſition. of things, and to enquire, how the, 
and: neceſſity of God's command, to oben wide the 2 
unto our poor brother, follows from the ——— that 
the poor ſball never ceaſe out of: the land. And if, as 
have ſeen, the low eſtate of the poor, and with it the, of- 
ſibility of their being frequently and ſorely diſtreſſed; bes 
fired appointment of providence it: — reaſohable that 
the command of God, which aſſigns the remedy for, theſe 
diſtreſſes, by making it our duty to relieve them, ſhould: be | 
as fixed and laſting as the circumſtance which calls, for it. 
When the advantage of ſociety is the good effect reſolting 
from. the poverty of ſome, are we not, as members of ſocier 
ty, bound in reaſon. and equity, to make up the ſuffetings 
which many undergo in conſequence of a dif Wc «of of 
things whereof we reap the to The poor are the in- 
ſtruments and means ;of every accommodation, every latis; 
fadtion, which is enjoyed by thoſe above them in virtue of 
that · ſuperiority: and is it nut hard ingratitude, to mou 
to the relief of their miſery who contribute to our happi 
neſs/ that miſery. towhich.they are made liable in order to 25 
ha oſs d The diſſerence of con being r 3 
N ral godd, is, fon that teaſon, 2 — of 


dence : the evils reſulting from it being particular an my 


dental 
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1 
dental, are to be removed or alleviated by occaſional libe- 
rality: and becauſe this muſt be occaſional, becauſe there 


are a variety of circumſtances to be W in determi- 


ning the proper objects, nature, and extent of our bounty; ; 
therefore the commands by which it is made men's duty 
muſt be indefinite, and leave them in ſome meaſure at large 
to their own — and conſcience. But this, ſo far 
from weakening the force of the general obligation, adds 
to diſobedience the aggravat on of breach of truſt. In all 
caſes of relative duty, as well as that of the richer to the 
God is pleaſed to provide for the happineſs of all, 
making men the inſtruments and executors. of his will: 
and it enhances the odiouſneſs of every violation of this and 
other ſuch duties, that men, as far as in them lies, counter- 
act the wiſe proviſion- of inſihite benevolence; and fight 
againſt God. If thoſe whom he has entruſted with ability 
diſcharge not their truſt as faithful ſtewards; how vile a 


return is this to their great benefaQtor ! ſeeing that they who 


are ſo indebted to his goodneſs, yet do, as rs Criprure tells 
us, in deſpiſing the poor reproach their creator : they make 
his diſtributions ſeem pon unjuſt, and cruel : partial, in 
the favour ſhewn to ſuch worthleſs objects as they manifeſt 
themſelves to be: unjuſt and cruel, in condemning their in- 
feriors to drudge wy __ 7 preflors, and to be trampled 
on by unfeeling hereas he meant to bleſs all, 


though to ſome = xy to grant the higher Bleſſing of | 
 Ziving rather than receiving; and in leaving part of what 


was neceſſary to be fupplied by 3 donations of 
_ whom. he Jas: ene to be bountecus, he has left 
them 


. 


( 


them conſtantly on trial of their duty and obedience und 
aſſigned to them a conſtant object for the exerciſe and 1 
provement of virtue: the trial a moſt tremendous one, be- 
cauſe of a moſt important duty; and the virtue thus to be 
exerciſed and improved, is the moſt delrghtful; the moſt 
heavenly, of all amiable diſpoſitions; the one (which 1moſt 
ſweetens life, blunts the ſting of death, and qualifies, as 
well as entitles, men to enjoy the fellowſhip. with Saints and 
good . and * ae of God who is love: tſelſ, to 
all eternity. 1 101 atogqqut ot 7904 on what 
Need we, as as. proofs af the nedeſſury connexion of-ithis 
duty, with the conſtitution of things and che moſt A | 


tant temporal and ſpiritual· intereſts; of de 
alledge the ſtrong manner abe mieec infiig om it; 
and his making it (with albthe other of the law 


which have — true goodneſs for their object) a 
moſt eſſential part of chriſtianityſ the care which ista · 
ken in ſcripture to furniſh us with variety ofi; mòſt cogent 
motives to the practice of it? — the obligation.enforced 
on us, and the pattern diſplayed to us byhim b ſo loved 
us, that he not only: b+6ame poor antl emptied bimſelf at 

glory for our ſakes, but, after wa cs about doing good,” gave 
all, and laid down his life fon great and Ipves. 
cious promiſes; not only of jatar ſionctaole and datisſacti- 
on; not only of — bleſfings, which providence has 
aſſured to the liberal ſoul and his poſterity, in conſequence 
of the prayers of the poor, and the bleſſing of him that yas 
ready to:periſh;; not only of ! God's th good 
waage and making himtelf debtor for nnn 
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paüaſſes, the oovering of the multitude of n nay making 
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tereſt free, is an act of merey of! high i 


1 
it but eren annexing to it the forgi 


to repay grveneſs of; treſ- 


our eternal reception and reward in the laſt awful day the 
conſequence of our conduct toward him in the perſon of our 

brother Need Igo on thus, to No. 
Vour m humane hearts and religious principles have al- 
ready ſuggeſted theſe things to you, with more force than 
any words of mine can do. The purpoſe of this day ſhews 
yDur ſeffectual conviction: and ſenſe of them: and it were an 
injury to you to ſuppoſe you need to be reminded; of the 
perſuaſion: to a duty, with regard: to which of 
ves you; ſhew-the:readinefs to will, the cheurful diſ- 


poſſtian, that God accepts and loves. Vet, as the more you 


ponſader ſthe manifold advantages of the peculiar plan of 
phativy; which we are met td prbinote and enlarge, the 
more fitisſaction you muſt feel ini:your: own beneficence; 
allow me the delightful taſk of contributing to that ſatisfac- 
tion, by laying — * _ of the e e ny 
ments in ats favou r. 10 SD, ẽỹ,j 012 6 

That dending tothe e with forhearance be in- 
nce, we 


expreſs, injunctions of God 


might in general collect from the 


concerning: it. Not only an the pure, benevolent, and ſpi- 


ritual Goſpel, are we diredted to lend boping for nothing 
agatu, denon him that m bargow, of» us. noti ta turn 
away but in the lower, and. leſs perfect, and more carnal 
diſpenſation of the law, even; there men are commanded, in 


tbe;words preceding) the text,) to lend) and that liherally, to 


the needs of theiri poor brethren; and this under ſevere 
01 threats 


G0 
threats and inviting promiſes; and warned, not ot. An oy 407 
count or pretext, to neglect or grudge this duty, not even, 
at the approach of that year of infermiffion;” be. = the re- 
payment of the loan could not be j edictally- * xadtet; This | 
is the ſpecies of ales pmitidolurly bite INT aig 
which cloſes with the Senenil prdeept of: #þ 7 
hand unto. our: poor: brother. : and we . K ll 95 
is moral in this and every paſſage f the AW 18. ift A kigher 
degree. binding; on [the diſciples'b#: him'whs' tare ö fh 425 
firoy the Jaw, Gu. 10 fulßl. 1 161 04045 if} 9149) 914 tin 10 21 
And ſurcly, if the foundation ef the "quart he 8 
ving, be bs 6 the advant of 
£ 


yoad. the detriment tartheigiver]|! «Lt. 


ſiſted MY: than 4 — the to the r 
tively, but inseitſelf vaftly ' bey arg 


the 


8. an 


eons 


not 
| . era ———— Parts with. As he who beſtow 
k portion of grain) in ſeed titten dees ile 
fer the whole cro — 8 or ab n brings the 
timely ſuccour, —— elob bod! te ene fend) td Perih 
for hunger, or of à medicine to the ſiclæ/ reſtönes tat vigour 
by. which the perſon allied may: with *eaſ# acquire. daily for 
himſelf and hig family, tnanifold»the value; ich-th 

factor may be! ſaid in / ſome meaſure:to>beftdw;! being the 

fect of that ſtrength; of wich he" Hus Vech, under God, 
the reſtorer : even ſo is it with him who by a fexſohable loan, ny 
enables the labourer or artiaan to procure” the means of in- 
duſtry, ot reſcues q him from that diſtteſs Which makes in- 
duſtry almoſt uſeleſs; to hita He uche lends,” in many cafes, 
not only wards off * furniſties arms to re- 


11 pel 


640 


it. bereaſter, he; gives. new powers, new: abilities, he is 
= Þ6 ihe þ Hind, and feet to the lame; as Job nobly deſcribes 
his own munificenge. To afford the uſe, and make'the re- 
eee even of a very ſmall ſum, is, in numerous in- 
OO to; plugk the poor out. of the jaws, the flow-prindin 
. extottien 5; to deliver him from the power of 'thoſe 
[| * wrong him, even becauſe be is poor; and engroſs to 
themſalyeß 1 unconſcionable ſhare of the little profits ac- 
crueing on his induſtry, for furbiſning him with the means of 
* or with preſent ſupport of life. God help him! be {oweth | 
We gy + he\planterh. and: his oppreſſors eat the 
25 his he Enowe, and therefore he roll Fine and 
* er himſelf with that ſpirit and chearful- 
es ho independent is ahimated to perform, with 
phat, , mats: abundant! labours, frem the comfort- 
enjoying the full reward of them. So that 
7 My indixtidyels ſuffer by that, dejection and At- 
ick, oꝑpreſſion naturally products,. Mut it not 
give delight to every generous: ſpirit to rent tHe rebth 
of 175 oppreſſats,: apdi deliver: the pror''that' crith? And, 
e favage. urets o your Leeds! ye ho eat 
57 j uuret bræaud who take advantage of 
= Very. diſtefs gd: neceſiry: of pour brother to diftreſs' Fi 
mares and, {wallaw up diefes whoy abſurd as you 
wicked, hazard 3 damnation to add his little Ri gh 
heap! may that, grace which has _— others wirr the de- 
fign'of | eadeayguging-to:bounteradt: ur praQtices, enable you 
to ſee them in; a true ligbiʒ 40 deteſt;] and to-renounce them; 
dog as an earheſt of your * the only reſtitution 


in 


* 


thy.) 
in your power, to refund to the poor in general (and there 
can be no better way than this) that ill-gotten gain, which 
it 15 ſcarce poſhble wu can reſtore to every particular perſon 
t 


whom, in a complicated courſe of dealing, you have de- 
frauded and gone beyond, - -- But let us turn away out 
thoughts from ſuch hateful characters; let us attend to con- 
ſiderations fitted to influence (it is to be. hoped) a large 
majority. | {Pl | F 

It may perhaps appear, at firſt, a ſtrange aſſertion, that 


by lending a trifling ſum to a poor man, to be returned in 


{mall portions at regular periods (monthly for inſtance, as 
in the ſcheme we are met to promote) we do actually, in 
the commoneſt caſes, give him the whole ſum: yet this is 


demonſtrable: * becauſe the profits which elſe others would 


make of his labour, and which, by purchaſing ſtock and 


materials, he is enabled to make himſelf, amount to more 


than will diſcharge his monthly payments (as is well known 


to thoſe who hear me, and who know the ſtate of that ma- 


nufacture which employs moſt hands among us) ſo that at 


the end of the whole appointed time his debt is diſcharged, 


and he is maſter of the full value, in ſtock, of the fum 


lent him. Nay farther, I will add, that the way in which 
he, acquires it will make him frugal of it; and the regular 
periodical payments, to which he is obliged, tend to give 
him an habit of punctuality and prudence, of more value 


than the ſum beſtowed: an habit of conſidering of othet 
purpoſes, other applications for the profits of his toil, than 


Wl 


"| See- Appendix,” 
to 
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to that thoughtleſs intemperance, which is ſo much the re- 
proach of this country, and to which the deſpondence of 
poverty and diſtreſs too often is the temptation. If there- 
fore, at a trifling expence, by this happy management, we 
can procure to our neighbour induſtry and ſobriety, what 
an advance do we make, toward rendering him a good man 
and a good chriſtian ! and contributing to his eternal ſalva- 
tion, as well as temporal intereſt ! 8 

It is not to be conceived, but the obvious and great ad- 
vantages of lending would make it frequently the channel 
in which the well · diſpoſed would chuſe to let their bounty 


0 


flow, were it not either from the fear of not chuſing proper 


objects, or the apprehenſion of fraud in the borrower and 
practice on their eaſineſs, or elſe from inability to ſpare at 
once what could be of any conſequence or uſe. But in the 
ſcheme for which we plead (bleſſings on all thoſe who thus 
deviſe liberal things) theſe objections vaniſh. The publick 


nature of it, the truſt repoſed in perfons-who have ſliewn, in 


the fulleſt manner, how much they have its welfare at 


heart, and the rules laid down for the conduct of it, make 


it ſcarce poſſible that any improper object can be admitted 
to the benefit of it; and lay the managers under a neceſſity 
of obliging every perſon to a ſtrict and regular account. 
And here, if a man be not able to afford the whole ſum ne- 
ceſſary for the relief of a diſtreſſed perſon, yet, as by con- 
tribution it is made up, and applied ſucceſſively to the re- 
lief of many, each may conſider himſelf as giving the entire 
relief to one, at the expence of a ſmall part: and, not to 
one only, but to numbers in ſucceſſion. And while thoſe 


firſt 


K 
firſt aſſiſted are repaying a part, and enjoying the uſe and 


benefit of the whale, the portious they have paid make up 

a relief for freſh. objects of compaſſion ; ſo * this charity 
is multiplied like the Widow's oil, or, if we may preſume 
to make uſe of ſuch an ne a multitude is id with 4 


few fiſhes. | 
great 2 good Heaven — „ you 


Behold then how l 
an opportunity of doing! and when Providence points gut 
to us the * * pſi be done with ohh; 200 
not God be aid to hold out his hand to. require. . E he 
declares is given to himſelf ? to him the grver of all, who 
aſks but a part again. Perhaps this 1s the lat trial, Pex- 

this night ſball thy ſaul be required of thee, and then 
whe ſhall theſe things be, which thou refuſeſt to God? 
” 4 50 your own. eircumſtances are narrow. Vour own. 
indu _ you not a liberal ſupport.” You can 
then the of the fituation and ſentiments of * 
diſtreſſed for a we entreat. You can more eaſily 
yourſelf in their cafe, and find humanity. feel, as well as 
within you for them. Stifle not its feelings: remem- 
the — s mite. Remember that /o labouring you 
ought to ſupport the weak, and remember the words of our 
Lord Feſus, that it is mare Mefſed to give than to receive. 
“ You have children.” As you 'with they ſhould 
never e the relief you are called on to beſtow, purchaſe 
for them the beſt inheritance the We * PONY of 
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Contemplate, but for one moment, the condition which 

demands your aid. Behold the needy man, who has per- 
haps known better days, behold him, pining and pale, turn 
his faded eye with anguiſh on his languid infants and 
wretched wife around him ; while, though he ſhudders with 
the cold, without either roof or cloathing ſufficient to repel 
it, it is not this, nor hunger, nor thirſt, nor even ſickneſs, 
ſhould it be joined to theſe (though theſe be enough to 
make the imagination of him who is at eaſe ſhrink back 
with horror) it is not theſe that alone, or in the higheſt 
degree, render him an object of commiſeration: it is the 
ſufferings of thoſe whom nature has made dependent on him, 
to whom ſhe has attached him by heart-ſtrings, which feel 
their every pang. ' The joy which glads the hearts of pa- 
rents, at ſight of their healthful innocents ſporting round 
them, how unknown, alas! to him who can ſcarce ſatisfy 
their cries for bread ! and who feels a multiplied miſery for 
every one he has brought into the world, to a portion of 
bitterneſs and ſorrow! what gleam of hope awaits him ? 
the labour for which want of plenteous and wholeſome food 
hardly allows him ſtrength, being ſpent merely to anſwer 
what is already paſt; its profits engroſſed; and no viſible 
means left of extricating himſelf from the continual round of 
debt and diſtreſs. Would this were imaginary, would it were 
even exaggerated deſcription! But need a paſtor, whoſe 
duty leads him peculiarly to the houſes of affliction, cite his 
own experience? Is there one here preſent who does. not 
too well know, how often more than J have ſaid is real fact, 
and 


29 


and rigid truth ? Behold then thy fellow - creature, thy 
neighbour, thy brother; to whom nature, ſociety, religion 
bind thee; behold him thus circumſtanced! hear him 
tempted, like Job, to murmur at providence, and to charge 


God fooliſhly !\- In! the midſt of all this, Io. he: ſtretches 


(e 
cc 


cc 
cc 


forth his hands, he holds forth the little hands of his infant 
ſufferers, to you | 


„O you,” he cries, (whom Hea- 
ven has at all empowered, whom it has in any degree ho- 
noured with the office of its ſubſtitutes, imitate your 
Lord, and ſnatch from periſhing a ſinking wretch. I 
aſk not comforts, accommodations, eaſe ; all I ſeek is to 
be enabled to toil to purpoſe: to earn my bread in the 
ſweat of my brow ; but to have that bread to put into the 
mouths of myſelf and theſe helpleſs innocents; not 
ſnatched from their lips. Enable me, and compel me, 
to be an uſeful member of ſociety, to contribute to your 
good as well as to my own. So may the divine favour 
bleſs you with encreaſe : proſper all that you put your * 
hands to do : ſo may no misfortune ever interrupt your 

enjoyment of the heart-felt, the ſacred ſatisfaction, of be- 
ing bleſt by bleſſing : nor hinder you from delighting in 
the ſmiling proſpect of induſtry and happineſs all around 
you, that induſtry which you have encouraged, that hap- 


pineſs which yourſelves have diffuſed. May conſcious 


virtue and acceptance with God, ſmooth the bed of 
death, and when you (the trueſt images here of him who 
is good and doth good) awake up after his likeneſs, may 


you be ſatisfied with it; and be partakers of the endleſs 
| « and 
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« and ineſtimable treaſures of bliſs hereafter, x" you be 
„ bleffed in your yl. may they be enabl and in- 
« clined to imitate OR CI 
« of reward, add, 1 it be poſſible, to your tranſports in 
that eternal kingdom of righteouſneſs, and en 4 
4 joy. Amen and Amen.“ | 
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APPENDIX. 


The Perſons concerned in the conduct of the Charitable 
Fund, for lending to the Poor of the Pariſh of Mara- 


Felt, think it proper that ſome Account of it's Riſe, 
Progreſs, and Preſent State, with ſome obſervations on 
it's peculiar Advantages, ſhould be laid before the Pub- 


lic. 


and ſome principal pariſhioners, deeply affected with the frequent in- 

ſtances of diſtreſs among the cottagers and poorer tradeſmen, who 

could not be ſo property or uſefully relieved, by the diſtribution of the weekly 
v 


collections, reſo 


T2 the end of the year 1565, the miniſter, church-wardens, . 


him as pariſh miniſter and magiſtrate : and by thefe, by charity ſermons preach- 


ed in the proteſtant diſſenting con tion and in the pariſh church, by ſavings 


made out of the weekly collections in the latter, and otherwiſe (ſee. the account 


at large, page 24) there was the ſum of twenty pounds made up by February, | 


1767. ä 3 
With this ſmall ſum it was agreed to begin, and open a charitable loan for the 


relief of the indigent (tradeſmen particularly) and for the promotion of induſtry. 


It was hoped the good effects of ſuch an inſtitution, as they ſhould become in any 


degree viſible, would attract notice, and procure encouragement. . 
F The 


to attempt raiſing and eſtabliſhing a fund for their benefit. 
To this purpoſe, Mr. Richardſon devoted certain fees which were to be paid to 


22 
The method fixed on was, to lend it at two pounds five ſhillings and fix pence 
to each of the perſons whoſe character and circumſtances rendered them the pro- 
pereſt objects to be aſſiſted (for which the pariſh miniſter was to certify) upon the 
joint ſecurity of the borrower and ſome other pariſhioner of honeſt character : 
this to be repaid in twelve months, at three ſhillings and nine 1 
per month, and the borrower warned, that on failure in one of his monthly pay- 
ments, he, or his ſecutity, was to be ſued for the whole ſum remaining due. 
And the monthly receipts to be again lent out to others in like manner, as faſt as 
they amounted to two guineas, that none of the fund might lie idle. The great 
utility of this is evident, in general, at a glance, The peculiar convenienge by 
which they were determined to the-Preciſe ſum, and rate of payment, was that 
of the liten-weavers, who make the bulk of. the poor tradeſmen af that country. 
To every one of theſe fo aſſiſted, the whole ſum lent is in effect beſtowed : he 
becomes poſſeſſor of it at the end of the year; as will appear evidently to ſuch as 
will pleaſe to conſider the following calculation. The linen they uſually manufac- 
ture, is of ſuch a breadth and fineneſs * that a piece of 171 ix yards (the com- 
mon length of the webs they bring to market) will take ſuch a quantity of yarn - 
as may be bought for one pound fifteen ſhillings : + ſo that the weaver, after pur- 
duſimg his yarn with ready money, will have ten ſhillings, and fix pence leſt, to 
for whitening it, and to ſupport him while he is weaving ſuch a piece ; which 
e may do in a month with eaſe, and purſue his other avocations in which his fa- 
milly or little farm engage him. At the end then of a month he will, in the ſale 
of his cloth, receive, along with the wages of his work, the profit which otherwiſe 
would fall to thoſe who buy yarn and employ weavers. This is low rated, at 
one penny per yard: fo that on his whole piece it comes to forty ſix pence, i. e. 
three ſhillings and ten pence ; one half-penny more than his monthly payment; 
which is, we ſee, diſcharged by that profit, in which, but for the loan, he would 
have had no ſhare. So that he expends not in the re-payment, any part of the 
ſum he received, and yet clears it off in a year. Add to this, the great advan- 
tage of conſtant employment, of which he is often diſappointed, when he depends 
on thoſe who buy yarn and hire weavers. Thoſe who are converſant in the ma- 
nufacture know, that in this eftimate, the price of yarn is rated high, and the 
profits on cloth low, on an average of ſeven years, and the time allowed for wea- 
ving larger than neceſſary. It is eaſy to ſuppoſe that a like advantage will, in 
ſome degree, accrue to other tradeſmen, from the uſe of a ſmall ſum, to purchaſe 
the materials of their induſtry. 7 
The beneficial conſequences of this ſcheme, have appeared ſo ſtrongly to moſt 
of thoſe who had opportunity of knowing the particulars, or who were perſonally 


vi. Sever-eighths of a yard wide: Ot different fineoeſs, but at a medium, ten hundreds. 
+ Viz. Fifteen ſpangles, at 28. 4d. per ſpangle. 8 
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( 
concerned in the welfare of that diſtrict of the country; and have pram the 
managers to exert themſelves with ſo much zeal in its behalf; that from fo low 
@ beginning as twenty pounitls,' it's now adyanced to ins hundred and wo 

unds. (The ſeveral benefactions will be recounted at large, page 24. wo 
— and fourteèm loans have been iſſued, of two guineas each, by which a 
number of diſtreſſed objects have been made more uſeful members of the com- 
munity, and better enabled to ſupport their families than they would ha ve bee 
probably, by dividing that whole ſum among them, which, yet ' remains for 
emolument of a multitude hereafter. PR ae aig r ata"; \. 

This fund is veſted, by deed, in the pariſh miniſter, and church-wardens, the 
miniſter of Marafelt and Caftle-Daw/on proteſtant diſſentmg congregations, and 
ſuch gentlemen of landed intereſt in ge parift as choſe to act; with power to 
meet from time to tinge, appoint « rer yearly, inſpect accounts, and make 
ſuch further regulations as may to them appear necefſary : and, in caſe of great 
ſcarcity of proviſions, to expend any patt of ſaid fund for the immediate relief of 
the poor inhabitants of the pariſh, . | ; 
The public may rely on the utmoſt exactneſs in the managers, and attention to 
every thing which may contribute to make the'ſcheme moſt fully anſwer it's good 
purpoſes. Even la cy trifling a 9 as the choice of the day 
of monthly payments, they. hav oor ided by Views of this nature. They 
have fixed on the day ſubſequent to the monthly linen- market: which not only 
ſuits the convenience of the borrowers, but 1s an uſeful reſtraint on them from ex- 
travagance and riot, on the days when they are under ſtrongeſt tempration. 

It is poſſible they flatter themſelves, through their fondneſs. for this undertaking , 
but they cannot help thinking they already 1 5 ſalutary effects from 
it: more of the manufacture to ſale, and fewer inſtances of irregularity 
and exceſs, among the lower pope 1 | 

And it is humbly ſubmitted to the r ˖ ˖—·˙ whether ſuch 
deſigns (beſide the many arguments of a more exalted nature in their favour) 
may not be, in a political and commercial view, highly recommendable ; as, by 
preventing inſolvencies, and introducing habits of punctuality, or of dealing on 
ready money, they tend to eſtabliſh regular credit, and baniſh extortion : and as, 
by lefſening the number of hands through which the ſale of the manufacture 


paſſes, and by excluding thoſe who 4 = 5 oh between the artiſan and merchant, 
to the detriment of one or both; they tend to bring the products of. induftry 
cheaper to the conſumer, and to a foreign market. un PER 
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Account of the Manner in which the Fund was naied, 
down to November 13, 1769. 


1765. | 4 . 4 

Oct. 10. (7 Ollection made at dali Daun pro- W. 
teſtant diſſenting co tion, at a 
charity ſermon, by the Rev. Mr. Huy, 5 

N miniſter thereof, — 1 
20. Ditto, at a charity ſermon in the N | 
ie. church of Marafelt, by the Rev. N 7 Sw * 
| 10 1767. _..... cbardſen, paniſh miniſter, b. 6 3 oi 
| Jan. 1. From the Rev. Mr. Richard/on ; being fee 

8 received by him on burials in the 
* and ſeveral ſums of 15. 1d. each, — 
I publicans, for whom he certified as ma- 1 
Feb. 1 Leg made 1 Meg een 
| WT... ou collections 
1 1 from October Ir 1765, | 
| | er AP e | 2 
| From Kennedy Henderſon, Eq; t then * 
| 1 church-warden, as intereſt, with which 
gp he was pleaſed to charge himſelf, for the | 
"35 08 above ſums, which lay in his hands, = 12.8 


Amount of the fund to this day, when the 
* o loan was opened, — 

Feb. 6. From John Downing, Eſq; — 
April 14, From Hodgſon of Armagh, —— 
| 


to * 
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| | Sram card Olpherts, Eſq; of ditto, . 
F t pla 

| May 29, From the Rev . John 

Aug. 5. From Mrs. Lawſon, 

1768. Collected at a charity ſermon, in the pariſh chure 
an. 24, preached by Mr. Richardſon, — 
| eb. 9, By a benefit aſſembly, — — 
4 March 10, From the worſhipful company of Salters, — 2 
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